Record crops were obtained: 300, 400 and joo centners
per hectare. We saw the potato grown in the kolkhozes in
the South at the Ail-Union Agricultural Exhibition that was
held before the war: heavy, bumpy, monster tubers,, one and a
half to two kilos to the bush, and we wondered whether these
were the old acquaintances we were accustomed to meet
on our plates at dinner., or whether they were newcomers.

Ella potatoes
Left: tubers from spring planting. Right: tubers from
summer planting
Indeed, there was something to wonder at, for in those prewar
years, other formerly unsuspected things were revealed too.
It was found that the whole appearance of the potatoes that
vere rejuvenated by summer pi anting underwent a change. The
Ella variety, for example, after a few generations, broke all
the rules of botany: its anthers were no longer of an orange
colour as they were supposed to be, its leaves became paler,
and the arrangement of the lobules on the leafstalks changed.
The most important thing is that each succeeding crop
of summer-planted potatoes showed increased productivity.
It looked as though these summer tubers were accumulating
productivity! In 1940, an important experiment was made. An
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